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Supplier Representatives
A message from your new LPGA President...

LPGA Summer Convention 2009
The Louisiana Propane Gas Association held it’s Annual Summer Convention at L’auberge du 
Lac Casino Resort in Lake Charles, Louisiana this past June. The event kicked off with an Early 
Bird Reception in the Hospitality Suite. The convention continued with two safety seminars 
taught by Steve Higginson of Gas Equipment Company and Ralph Poole of Bergquist, Inc. The 
association thanks both gentlemen for volunteering their time and expertise.  Several members 
enjoyed a HOT afternoon on the golf course, while others relaxed poolside by the lazy river. 
Speaking of poolside…LPGA is thankful for all of the suppliers who helped sponsor the Sup-
plier’s Reception by the pool. The well-attended convention was capped off by the Board of 
Directors’ Meeting and President’s Dinner. We also would like to thank Joe and Naomi Cordill 
for their NPGA presentations as well as Dominique Monlezun for presiding as Master of Cer-
emonies and for his year of service as President of the association. Congratulations to Bryan 
Cordill, Dealer of the Year, and Steve Higginson, Supplier of the Year! And, congratulations to 
the newly elected 2009-2010 LPGA Board of Directors! We appreciate all those who attended 
and we look forward to seeing you next year! (See pictures on Page 3)

Many thoughts and emotions come to mind as I write my fi rst comments as LPGA president. 
I have literally grown up in this industry. Some of my earliest memories are at summer con-
ventions providing “beverage service” that probably would be illegal today. I have been very 
fortunate to know and learn from many of the giants in our association’s history. Although many 
things have changed in our industry since those days as a kid making drinks to this year of serv-
ice as president, one constant remains. The members of this association have always been hard 
working, top quality business people. I pledge to work hard to move this association forward as 
we build on the foundation laid by our predecessors.

As always we must be vigilant to protect ourselves from damaging legislation at all levels and 
be proactive in advancing legislation that benefi ts the industry. We have a new commission 
director in Mr. John Alario, Jr. I look forward to working with Mr. Alario and I appreciate the 
cooperative spirit he has displayed. One issue we will have to deal with this year will be updat-
ing the editions of NFPA 54 and 58 under which we operate. One initiative I hope to achieve for 
this year is to cultivate strategic relationships with other trade associations in our state.  

I am humbled by the confi dence you have placed in me. I ask each of 
you to continue to be active in moving our industry forward through 
our association’s efforts. As business professionals we know success 
does not come without hard work in our individual companies nor our 
association.

                    Joey Cordill, LPGA President
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July 1, 2011 may seem like a long way off, but it is only two 
years down the road. And two years in today’s fast paced envi-
ronment will likely come quicker than you think. Starting July 
1, 2011 all existing liquid withdrawal propane containers with 
a water capacity of 4,000 gallons or greater must be retrofi tted 
with one of two options. These new requirements were fi rst con-
tained in the 2001 edition of NFPA 58

The fi rst option requires the installation of an internal valve 
capable of remote closure and automatic shutoff using thermal 
actuation. This appears to be the more popular option among 
marketers. As an alternative, an emergency shut off valve may 
be installed in line as close as practical to a positive shut off 
valve along with an excess fl ow valve installed at the container.
All newly manufactured containers must already meet this re-
quirement. 

If utilizing the fi rst option, NFPA 58 mandates that the thermal 
actuation component be within 5 feet of the internal valve. The 
required remote closure station shall be installed not less than 
25 feet or more than 100 feet from the liquid transfer point. A 
sign using the words Propane Emergency Valve Shutoff shall be 
used to identify the remote closure station.

It has been estimated that the retrofi tting requirements could af-
fect upwards of 70,000 marketers, whole sellers and customer 
storage facilities across the country. Given these fi gures, there 
may be many sites scrambling to meet these requirements at the 
last minute. This could create back orders on parts and labor 

that may frustrate marketer’s efforts to comply with the code 
deadline. To avoid these potential delays, marketers should 
order the necessary parts and schedule the retrofi tting sooner 
rather than later. This will ensure that marketers meet the July 
1, 2011 deadline without a hitch.

As anyone in the propane industry knows, bulk plants come in 
many shapes, sizes, and, sometimes, with vastly different opera-
tions. Therefore, the actions necessary to meet the July 1, 2011 
deadline may differ from one location to the next. The costs 
associated with the retrofi tting work could also vary greatly be-
tween locations. When retrofi tting a tank, it may be necessary 
to remove all the liquid propane from the tank and burn off the 
remaining vapor. This is often a time consuming endeavor that 
will require logistical planning. This is especially true with larg-
er tank farms. As a result, marketers should contact an industry 
professional or valve distributer familiar with the retrofi tting re-
quirements if they are not certain as to what actions are needed 
to meet the deadline. 

Since marketers were provided a 10 year period to meet the 
retrofi tting requirements, it is doubtful that state inspectors will 
have sympathy for any party that fails to meet the July 1, 2011 
deadline. Therefore, marketers should make arrangements now 
to complete the retrofi tting work, if they have not already.

Article written by Eugene M. LaFlamme of McCoy & Hofbauer S.C. 
of Waukesha, Wisconsin.  He is a member of the Propane Gas De-
fense Association.

IS YOUR BULK PLANT PREPARED? 
THE JULY 1, 2011 DEADLINE IS FAST APPROACHING
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Steve Higginson

comes and we need to know what the costs and impacts are.” 
Kerry also declined to give specifi c dates, but said that “we’re 
trying to move it as fast as we can this month.” 

According to Senate aides, Kerry also plans to meet in the com-
ing weeks with undecided Senate Democrats and Republicans 
to try to expand the coalition supporting the bill, should Ma-
jority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) follow through with plans to 
give it fl oor time later this year. 

Despite this progress on the climate change bill, many top law-
makers acknowledge that the global warming debate sits on the 
backburner as they try to resolve differences on health care. 

Sen. Joe Lieberman (I-CT), a longtime advocate for cap-and-
trade legislation, said that the outcome of the health care debate 
likely has ramifi cations for global warming. “If this fails, there’s 
no logic to it,” he said of health care. “But I think it will be more 
diffi cult for climate change.” 

According to several Senate Democrats, there has been some 
progress on the much anticipated climate change bill as Con-
gress returned September 8th from their month-long recess.
 
Environment and Public Works (EPW) Chairwoman Barbara 
Boxer (D-CA) told reporters she has made “many decisions” 
on the climate legislation in recent weeks, but would not elabo-
rate on specifi cs due to a bill introduction later this month with 
Foreign Relations Committee Chairman John Kerry (D-MA). 
Boxer also declined to confi rm when she would hold a markup, 
even though Senate aides indicate that the EPW Committee vote 
is tentatively set for early to mid-October. 

Senators Kerry and Boxer originally wanted to introduce the bill 
last week and fi nish markups by Sept. 28. That goal was pushed 
back to continue consultations with government experts. 

“We’re in discussions with the Congressional Budget Offi ce and 
the Environmental Protection Agency,” Kerry said. “The minute 
you eliminate or change something, you change the overall out-

Looking ahead, Sen. James Inhofe (R-OK) said that Boxer 
should have little trouble moving a climate bill through the 
EPW Committee. But he expects that Reid will have problems 
moving climate legislation on the fl oor. “The votes just aren’t 
there,” he said. “The August recess was fi ve weeks of losses as 
more people realized the cost and the fact it’s just not real.” 

Instead, Inhofe predicted that Reid would pull back from a vote 
on a cap-and-trade bill and instead opt for an alternative. “He’ll 
have to have something face saving for Copenhagen,” Inhofe 
said, referring to the December U.N. climate talks.

This article appears courtesy of NPGA.

Lawmakers Continue to Debate Climate Change 
and Health Care Legislation

Legislation Debate Continued on Page 5

Continuation of Legislation Debate from Page 2
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Summer Convention 2009

The NPGF Scholarship Fund is 
now open to applicants!

The National Propane Gas Foundation Scholarship 
Fund was established in 1994 by a committed group 
of energized volunteers. Its purpose is to foster educa-
tion opportunities for the children of National Propane 
Gas Association (NPGA) member companies by of-
fering scholarships to colleges or vocational/technical 
schools. The fund provides annual scholarships in the 
amounts of $1,000-$2,000.  The application deadline 
is March 15, 2010.

To apply: 
• Visit www.npga.org.
• Click on the link to the Scholarship Fund from the 
homepage.
• Click on Application Process.

For additional information on the NPGF Scholar-
ship Fund, visit NPGA online at www.npga.org.
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