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When sending in your LPGA membership renewal 
information, don’t forget to renew your advertis-
ing contract as well. Advertisers have the option 
of picking and choosing which quarterly issue(s) 
they would like to have their ad placed in, and, as an 
added bonus, every ad is included in our monthly e-
newslett er which is circulated via email to the LPGA 
membership! Our quarterly newslett ers are sent out 
to more than 300 recipients which includes poten-
tial customers, legislators, dealers and suppliers 
across the state of Louisiana, as well as some out-
of-state recipients. Advertising in this unique news-
lett er is not for members only; we have non-member 
rates too! Don’t miss this unique opportunity to re-
ceive maximum exposure in and around the industry!

Don’t Forget to Advertise!

Calendar of Events
*April 16-17: Tangi Home & Life-
styles Show, Hammond.

*June 1: Postmark Deadline for 2011 
Marie Daniels Scholarship.

*June 13-15: Propane Days, 
Washington, D.C.

*June 21-24: LPGA Summer 
Convention-Omni Royal Hotel, New 
Orleans.

*July 16-17: St. Tammany Home & 
Garden Show, Mandeville. 
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GEC Provides:
•Comprehensive 2011 Compliance Guide 
•Free On-site Storage Inspection
•Compliance Plan Tailored to Your Facility Meeting
NFPA 58 Rules

•Designs for Efficient as Well as Compliant Systems
•Featuring RegO® Products — Longest 
Warranty in the Industry

www.gasequipment.com

Houston TX
(800) 334-7816

Kansas City MO
(800) 821-5062

Little Rock AR
(800) 643-8222

Dallas TX
(800) 821-1829

St. Louis MO
(800) 423-4685

Richmond VA
(800) 368-4013

Fayetteville NC
(800) 447-1625

Orlando FL
(800) 821-0631

Indianapolis IN
(800) 241-1971

Atlanta GA
(800) 241-4155

Steve Higginson
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When the name T-Rex is heard, most of us think of the 
meat-eating predator of the dinosaur ages. Well, in the 
age of modern technology, or in the case of the company 
Ameresco, it stands for Transportable Renewable Energy 
eXchange, and the only thing that these two have in com-
mon is possibly height! 

Ameresco’s version of T-Rex is an emergency solar-pow-
ered mobile unit that has many uses and features unique to 
its design.  The applications are unlimited but include uses 
in disaster recovery, emergency communications, military 
operations, medical equipment, video surveillance and 
scientific research.  

The unique features include:
*Designed for rapid deployment by a single person with 
no tools required.
*Patented, fully-adjustable balanced deployment 	
mechanism.
*Custom-built to suit customer requirements.
*Easily adaptable modular design.
*Rated for harsh conditions and high winds.

T-Rex often employs multiple generation technologies to 

provide a true hybrid power system. Typically these in-
clude a PV array custom-designed for small to large power 
loads, a wind generator and a propane or fossil fuel gen-
erator with on-board fuel storage. All energy from these 
generation sources flow into a main battery and are avail-
able as a converter for use via the T-REX unit’s on-board 
inverter/charger.

This is just one of the exciting projects going on at Ameres-
co. Ameresco is an independent energy services company 
delivering energy efficiency, renewable energy, energy 
supply and invoice management solutions to public and 
private institutions and businesses. For more information, 
please visit www.ameresco.com.

Return of the Propane Powered T-Rex!
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1026 Old Stage Rd    |    Simpsonville, SC 29681    |    F 800.447.6854    |    www.cuiheat.com

Steve Sampson
Distribution

601-955-7923

Jason Gamble
Equipment

205-616-9084

As Winter Melts Into Spring...
...Stock Up On All Your Propane Grills, Parts And Accessories As 
�e Grilling Season Starts To Heat Up.

PRODUCTSPRODUCTS

With CUI you not only get quality products but also:
Personal service from our divisional salesmen
Electronic access to your account online
Fast order processing and shipping
Your own 200,000+ square foot warehouse

Add it all up and you get the products you need, when you 
need them, so you are ready for the 2011 Grilling Season!

Sign-up for 
Online Accou

nt 

Acces
s to

day!
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Supplier Representatives

A Message from the President
First, let me say “Thank you” to all who have continued your membership and valued sup-
port of the Louisiana Propane Gas Association. We have an exciting summer convention 
planned in New Orleans, and I look forward to seeing each and every one of you there. If 
you have not made your hotel reservations yet, please do so ASAP.  

Your Association is making major progress in the ongoing home shows. Committing re-
sources to these events is no easy task, but the value is immeasurable. It is imperative that 
we, as an industry, constantly promote the vast benefi ts of propane directly to home build-
ers. On behalf of LPGA, I would like to extend our sincere gratitude to Mr. Alario and the 
Commission for pushing this through so quickly. It is money well spent.  

Fellow members, we are faced with a quandary, and I feel that the weight of the LPGA 
can help. In Part 1 of our Louisiana Administrative Code, 1847.1, (A–a. and b./B–a. and 
b.) it says, in a nutshell, that a qualifi ed mechanical contractor (or plumber) should be 
a registered cardholder with the LP Gas Commission in order to “make alterations and 
modifi cations to LP gas equipment.” This, I have found, has served as a hindrance to 
not only plumbers, but to contractors and HVAC professionals as well where propane is 
concerned. I have personally spoken to several HVAC technicians who will only promote 
electric heat-pumps simply because the “propane laws” are redundant. And what is the re-
sult? Roughly 90 percent of the new homes that we service have ELECTRIC heat because 
the HVAC person who sold the unit cannot convert or service it. Can you blame them for 
promoting electricity as a heat source when natural gas is not available?  

Our industry is suffering heating-attrition because of this! State law allows a licensed 
plumber (or licensed HVAC professional) to service a natural gas unit. I feel that it should 
be the same for propane. As long as NFPA 54 is followed, we are safe. Plus, we have an 
added safeguard in this case; whereas a Class-1 Dealer (LP Service card holder) can place 
the equipment in service after a proper inspection and gas-check (which has to be done 
anyway). The fact that an HVAC professional is obliged to have an LP Card and the dealer 
is obliged to sign off on it is repetitive and ineffective.  

This ambiguous, unnecessary regulation is taking us out of the heating game. Our Industry 
must make a major push back into the heating business NOW, and we must do it by hav-
ing a law that makes sense. We can then, as an industry, reach out to HVAC professionals, 
contractors and plumbers and effectively promote safe, comfortable and effi cient propane 
as a home-heating source! 

Please read-up on your LA Administrative Code, and let me know your thoughts. Let me 
know if you are supportive of this idea! Until then, I wish you and your family a safe and 
happy spring. God Bless!  
      Sincerely - David L. Reed, LPGA President




